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General Comments:

it

When a "preferred option™ s selected, does 10 include a “preferred option™ lor the
surtace?

[1Mhe answer tr £ is yves, how do we mantain flexibility for the urban designer?! One
way wouhl be iF g preferrel operation” were selected Lor the surfoce. 1 woukln® diclale
where the roads were v, where open space was, only provide a eriteria for the operations
af the surlace. This could tllustrate how many lanes are needed, what the delivery
criteria are for the piers, ferry loading criteria, e, bt et the urban designer help cratt
the surface to accommoadate tralfic and humans tegether. Thus the “Pretermed Operation™
becoines pairt of the program that the urban designer mwst respond to,

The wrban designer shpoldn®t be bampered by decisions for “frontage roads, or even
whaere the ferry traffic poes untl they can assess the waterfront as o whele, Don’
handeutt the urban design by dictating what happens on the surface.

Cin the tunmel be positioned claser to the sertace o minimize cost?

No Net Increase of Road Width:

Issues to Study:

1.

Tad |

.

Can the outside lanes hecome parking lanes during certain howurs of the day 1o mimami«e
rowad width!

Coam aleclicated turn lames be elimnimanaed?

Can bicyele lanes @ frontage road be combined? 1e, there is no wdiditional wiudth tor
bicyele lancs.

Clan there be a grand central boulevard wide encugh to accommodate pedestrian uses (i
least 757, 1007 preferable), lowns, plazas, eie? Lse Portlamd™s Park Blocks as a model,
This might mean minimizing the Promenades o 20-23",

Can oll=site Ferry Packing be eliminated with a multi-storied holding tacilivy on the ferry
terminal site'?

Can oft-site Ferry Parking be integrated with Private development”

Look into alternative “trolley” technologies as described below, LE, rubber-fired trams
that can climb greater slopes. This will allew more aceess to Belltown,



& Develop other alternatives to the “Tromtage lanes™ e delivery access,

hinplement cestricted hours for deliveries. For example, from TO0 pon. to 5200
RS

Can the "Promenade”™ be vsed investricted hours as g delivery Tang, this would
mean access o the sidewalk level via curls cuts, no dedecated lane.

Can the frontaze voad be Hmited 1o every other or every thind shreet, instend ol
alomg the entive walerfront?

W can'taurk cots allose fricks o back o for deliveries during sesteicted hooars?
l= there a maximunt distance for deliveries @ drop ol peints diclaled by oty or
state coale? ool why are we providing special access for these businesscs when
1t will e severely detrimental 1o the waterfront, and takes up so muoch land.

[ gome schemes: a frontaee rowd s shown adjacent fo o propesed green space by
Pignweer 5., 13 this necessary when there s ne need for deliveries, Canowe return
his lomul 1o open space™

b General Comiment. Please provide eross-sectional ropresentations for thy north, miaddle
arad south walerlvont in the dowatown area for cach option and variant, The generte
sctions do nol help one o see the variows oplions.

10, Dacs a viaduet structure necd to be replacod, or can capacity be delivered at the samne
prrice by improving other routes and modes of travel”?  For example, can improved. divect
connections be made fo 17 45, Alrport Way and 1-3 from the West aealtle Bridge? Can
aeeess from the north be made throveh improved., divect connections 1o 8" and 77
avenues, and perhaps throogh the wenel 1o Belltows? Car new water, and il based
mioddes of fransit decrense the necd Tor e viadeel sirecters?

Comments:

The width, anid pumber of lanes oo the Alaskan Way surface steeet should not increase aver what
i5 there presently today, Four Lanes plus a shared tarn lane 15 moece than adequate tor the
majority of the waterfront.

Alaskan Way Street Alignment:

Three options for the cross section of the wateefront should be stodied or accommodated. These
ny come m combinations of 2 or a1l 3 1f the final wrban desigm calls forit, Al ggsume the
trolley is on Western Avenue, which would be preferable, although none are precluded with the
trolley on Alaskan Way, IF the trolley is on Alaskan Way it should ran in traffic to preserve land

for other uses.

. Western strect alipnment: Move Alaskan Way tight against the western edge of the
waterfront promenade. Allew for spprox, 307 of promenade. Provide 2 lapes of trathie in
each direction, the outer lane for parking in off-peak hours, a center turn lane only where



applicable (not a boulevard median). This will allow 30-907 along the eastern wlge of the
walerfront for a prominent sidewalk, open space plazas, or limited development.
Eastern Street Alignment: Move Alaskan Way tight against the eastern edze of the
urban fabric. Allow for approx. 207 of promenade, Provide 2 lanes of traffic in cach
tireeticn, the cuter lang for parking in oft-peak hours, a center twen lane only where
applicable (not a boulevard median). This will allow 0-1007 along the waterfront for &
promanent sidewalk, epen space plazas, or hmited development,

Split Aliznment (Grand Boulevard): Provide at least 737 for a center boulevard of
open space plazas, lawns and limited development. Split the roadway of 2 lanes in cach
direction wilh the guter lane dedieated to parking in non-pesk hours, This will allow for
a prominent sidewsalk on erther side of Alaskan Way.

b

[

Ferry Loading:
[t i important that the ferey termdnal fit inowith the character of the waterfront, and that the
loading £ unloadmg £ quewng mechanisms have minimal impact on the pedesteian. These factors
will grestly impact the pedestrian friendliness of the waterfront

1. Location of parking quene;

e The Surface (and surface variant 1), Rebuild, Bypass, and Tunnel Alternalives show g
parking quene that 1s placed partially on terminal 46 (west of Alaskan way), Also
provided is a dedicated roadway for ferey traffic, This crestes an exira layer of travel
lanes belween the water and Pioneer 5S¢, making the limited amount of open space
left undesirable, Ferry tratfic should use the lanes provided on Alaskan Way,
maximizing open space for other uses or development,

¢ The Aedal Allernative, Bypass (Vartant 1, 2, 33, Tonnel (Variane 1, 2, 3, 4) shows
gquening to the cast of Alaskan Way, Queues will then tavel north on Alaskan Wy
to the terminal. Thas frees the land near the waler for park space or pedestrian
oriented development. This option should be encouraged.

2, Alternatives to reduce footprint’ Impact: Alternatives should be explored to reduce the
impact of the terey traffic and terminal en the waterfront, The structure should be
" integrated in a pedestrian friendly way.

Eliminate Dedicated Taxi / Bos “Frontage Road™:

Why do Taxis, Buses and Delivery trucks need their own lane? There seems to be a need by
WEDOT to fill up all the space on the surface with traffic instead of people oriented activities.
Taxis and Buses can wse GF lancs with speeial marked loaduniead areas 13ke thase downtown
and at local hotels, and delivery trucks can deliver al certain times of day, Retnn this land to
pedestrian use.

1. Wasted Space: This lane is wasteful of the limited space we have to create pedestrian
activibies along the waterfront. The limited vze nature of this lane does rot eearrant its
existence.



2, Creative Sololions: The sidewalk at the piers should be strouctured to take delivery trucks,
who can vse it at limited hours of the day, Other citics dictate special delivery fimes, so
CAn W,

Farking:

While parking is an issoe, it should not overwhelm the waterfront. Structured parking should not
be placed at the edge of the urban Gabric nexl o the waterlmanl, ut hell 1 black off, All
structured parking should be placed within multiple vse buldings, including retail, commmercial
and/or housing. Parking should be placed in underground facilities it possible. A revised trolley
line glong Western will allow people 10 park in Belltowen and take the trolley o the waterlront,

The Seattle Waterfront Trolley:

The DELS refers to a “historie character” that the trolley contributes to on the waterfront, which
1% more nostalgic thetorc than reality. The Seattle Waterfront Trolley should becoime a part of
the: greater Scattle Transportation system, more than just & founst nde as 1t 15 primarily foday. In
order to deo this, the trolley must be integrated with the urban fabric of the city, engaged with the
citizens of Seattle and serving their needs. Thus the Western Avenue route is the best cholce.
T

The Western Ave. alignment allows the trolley to casily access. ..

e The beart of Pioneer Sguare

o The emerging shapping and ollhiee coridor between Ploneer Sq, and the Market,

o Harbor Steps and the Culoral Corrider along Universityr St

e The ke Place Market (the #1 rourist attraction in the state of Washington)

¢ Victor Steinbruek Park

e The emerging residential corridor Iromn The ‘-f*lurkm t the Olvmipic Sculpture Fark
o The Olyvmpic Sculptune Park

s. Yia Broad to the Scattle Center

Unfortunalely, the Western Avenue alignment shows the frolley tuming cast on Blanchard, I'm
assuning to meet up with the proposed 8. Lake Unton streetcar at Westlake., This connection
makes sense, however iDwould make more senge i1 the trolley were plasmed 1o run along
Wistern to the Olyvmpie Sculpture Tark, This would allow the molley to serve the thousands of
units of housing surrounding this future tourist destination. Continuing through Belltows to
Broad, turming east to the Seattle Center the trolley could then serve 5. Lake Union via a ne-
comnected Thomas 5t IF Broad 15 too steep, the frolley should eross Denny fo Lower (Queen
Anne and use Mercer to connect with South Lake Lnion.

The major impediment to E-W teolleys in Seattle is the grade of the streets. Light Rail teolleys
venerally run at 3% or less, This is whoy new technelogies might be appropriate. The GRT fram



prodeced by Bombardier looks like light rail, and provides low-floor boarding. but is more
tlexible. The following is text from the Bombardier website (hitps#www bombardicr.com).

Operating on an exchaive right of way, as well as in mixed iraffic, the GLT offers a cost-¢fficient
solusion that can help shape cities while stimdating ridership, rew investment, and commercial
development.

The rubber-tired GLT, featuring awtomatic gridance via a single rail imbedded in the rondway,
redrires lesy infrastricture Bran traditienal teams, and can be easily matmained ar buy
mrinlenanee depoly.

Capalle of operating on street gradionts wp o 13%, and negotiating 39-foat (12-m) radius
ewrves during novmal ogeration, GLT trans offer exceptional wrban mancuverability, while
raspecting envirommental and community noise standareds,

The stylish, dowbde-articutated velicles meet high comyfore standards for passengers with 1060 per
cent fow-floors and air-conditioned interiors. Wide pangramic windows aflow unobstrucred
views of the city landscape.

Tram-on-Tirexs — Xancy, France

In 1998, the Greater Nancy Urban Community (CUGN) of France ordered 25 Tram-on-1ires
units from Bombardier Traniportation, with the objective of equipping its segregated-lane
transit sysiem. The Tram-on-Tires® main benefit is its rail and raad bi-modality: it can be
aperated on a segregated electrified lane with a single ceniral guiding rail, or operated as a
road velhicle an tives, driven indepondently and powered by a diesel-elecirie system. The Greater
Nancy wrban area will accommodate the new Tram-on-Tires wnits on its existing teolloybis
network, High comfort ytandards for pussengers qre med with J00% fow-floor and air-
conditioned aecommodations, along with wide panoramic windows that allow wisbstrucied
viewing of the city landscape. These units affer excoptional wrban manewverability, with the
capacily for | 2-meive radivg corves and 3% gradients during normal opevation. Tram-on-Tires
i brightening the City of Nancy with ity innovative, modern and environmentally<friendly
Jeaiures.

I have personally rididen this same system in Cacn, France and can attest 10 its comfort and
compatibility in the urban environment.

A Place for Parks:

Issues to Study:

Lo What are the opttons for thy locition ©siee of the emergency ventilations systems £ epress
struetures? How can they be better integrated o park space or development? Can they
b Loeated in the unusad mudions 1o presesve spave, and Nexibility for open spoce sl
tevelopment?



2. Can park edees, or bio-swale medians also provide an eeelogical way T reat sireet run-
oll?

Can we maximize space for parks (i.c. minimixe rowd widih) aleng the central waterfromt
by routing traffic o 17 and 47 avenues south of the Stadmms?

Ir'
]

Comments?

The surface and acrizl options offer little to no possibility for new open space on the waterfront,
anl the higher noise levels created by these alternatives will decrease the enjoyment of the
waterfront for our cilizens. The increased footprint of the new aeral alternative will actually
decrease the amount of open space along the waterfront, and eneroach further upen the
remaining open space with shadow and noise. Both tunnel alternatives provide ample
opportunities for new open space, however the ranps for the Bypass option along Alaskan Way
and under the Olympic seulpture park will harm the cxperiential qualitics of these places,

1. Open Space peiority: Every lane, median, and limited access road eliminates mare open
space for the public. reducing the attractiveness of the public™s investment and should be
minimized along the waterfront.

+ [Prioritize usable open space vs. non-usable open space. For example a 10" median is
unusable, but if you provide 107 more open space here and 107 mare there, you can
provide cnough to make pluzas, or greens,

Open Space ve. Transportation: Currently most options show approximately 70-80% of

the lotal width along the waterfront a transporiation oriented, This is unaceeplable.

Creative alternatives need to be found for freight 7 taxis whe have a dedicated Jane,

parking, road capacity, location of the tralley, width of medians, ete. Maximization for

apen space foolpriod should be the mest impoertant goal of the surfaee treatment.

I

Pignecr Sq. :
Tunnel Variant £1 is preferable for providing opportunily for significant walerfron! opun space,

Central Waterfront:

Bypass Tunnel Option #2 is preferable (bul with the Tunnel) because it allows open space along
the waterfront, and preserves open space by putting the trolley in traffic (this makes good use of
the median as well). Tunmel Option #4 is also a good oplion, allowing open space al the ity
cdge, and moving the trolley to western preserving open spacc.

North Waterfron:
Alternatives that minimixe lancs, move the trolley to western, bave no tunoel eotrances, and do
not disturly the Olvnpic sculpture park are preferred.

A 24/7 Waterfront:




Issues to Study:

l. Cun the twme] be structured to allow smoll scale (2-3 storvi developmens o lop ol it?

ﬂgmmems:

Oppaortunities for Development:

The surface and aerial options ofter little or no possilility for new development on the
witerfront. These opticns also deter preperty awners from developing their properlics adjacent
to the viaduel, This lack of investment / reinvestment will continue to make the waterfront an
undesirable place for Seattle and vegional ¢itizens.

The Tunnel optivns could allow for limited development, and will encourage adjacent properly
owners 10 redevelop buildings to “face™ the waterfront. New pedestrian ariented businesses will
be encouraged where none now exisl.

Pioneer Sq. :
Tunnel Variant #1 is preferable for providing opportenity for limited deveclopment.

Central Waterfront: "

Tunnel Option 74 is a good option, allowing limited development along the city edge. All wonel
oplions should provide 2 lid adjacent to Vietor Sicinbruck Park and be coordinaled scamlessly
with the Pike Place Markel PDAs plans for the “Jee Desimonge (PC-1 North) site direcily south
of the park.

Neighborhood Connections;

. Canmore E-W streets be reconnectesl in Svuth Lake union across Auror?

2. Somc options show new stairs al Pine and Unzon, are these included in the cos?
These elements zre nice bul need 1o be designed by an wrhan designer £ architeet so
thew work well wilh the new urban design scheme (16 be designad).

Y. I ihc Bombadicr tram system (sec Ko Net Inorease in Road Width™ above) is used.
er another rail trolicy 7 tram technology or svstem is esed cun the rolley be extended
10 South Lake Union via Lower Queen Anne, or Broad sireet rather thun turaing cust
on Blanchard as shown?

nggmnts:

The Acrial alternatives ereate a similac or larger visual and plysical barter to the walerfront
from downtown, which is a lost vpportunity 1o reconneet the city o the water, The surface



alternative removes the visual barrier but increases the physical harrier to the waterfront due to
increased traffic and roadway width.

The best opticns to reconnest the watertront to the ety are the tunnel oplions, and more

spect Acally the Tunnel option over the Bypass optien. The removs] of the on / off ramps allow
maore streets fo comforiably connecl 10 the waterfront. The removal of the viaduct makes it
possible for each adjacent neighborheod to make its presence folt along the waterfront, adding
it"s unigue charactor.

A Grand Market Connection:

[ssucs to Study:

1o Study how a Ll 1rom Pike sizeet w the north edge Viclor Steinhrek Park would need to
he accommaodated Structurally, Mochanicslly, with Fire £ Lide £ Safety, and Plembang /
Rewer, Wents, et The ld shoald sccommaodate the ability fo ereate stepped, heavily
lanalseapoe] terraes Trom Viclor Sleinbruck Park 1o the Central Waterlronl, Coold these
terraces aupport 2-3 story structures? [ not why not. and what weould it 1ake 10 do so?
Engincering of this portion of the project should not preclude this Lid in the tuture ifit is
not altorlable today, sProvide the infrastruciure that wouall make a retroft possilile, and
more affordahle in the foture 1 if 15 accommadated today,

2. Can Pine street offer a pedestrian connection o the waterfront like Harbor Steps?

Comments:

The vne connection that neads 10 be aceommaodated is a diveet connection between the waterfront
and Victor Steinbruck Park, at the Fike Plage Markiet, The tunnel variants provide the best
apporunity for this. Because of the noise of the viaduct a lid must be provided as mitigation
from whers the lunnel breaks the ground plane to the nortbern edage of Victor Steinbroek Park,
This lid must be coordinated with the final urban design consultant for the project and structured
to accommadate sigoificant landseaping, and small built stroctures (1-3 stories) that might be a
part of the urban design of the waterfront, [t must alse be coondinated with the market’s plans
for the property south of Victor Steinbruek Park. This proposal has strong comumunity support
{5ee the Allied Arts design collaborative and the City of Seattle’s charette presentaticns) and
needs to be studicd for it°s stroctural impacts w the project, At the very lenst, the roadway st
ke porsitioned to accommedate a future lid, and the basic structure must provide for a lid with
lamdscape and buildings, Columns muost be accomomaodated, and the 1id moust be engineered o
verify clearances, spans, and beam depth, Mechanical and emergency systems should assume a
L€l 3% 1o place or will be in the future from the northern edge of Victor Steinbruek Park to where
the mnnel emerges along the waterfront.



The Bypass Tunnel options which show a new roadway from Western /Elliott to the waterlront
docs not allow for the best pedestrian connectivn possible and risks being an unsafe corridor
because people have little reason to be there as this road is in an urban canyon between the
backside of condos and a parking garage.

Touch the Water:

Issucs to Study:

[, Tovestigate how the scawall can ba straetured 10 provide aeccss to and from the water,
and provide shelves that will encourage sealife o flowrish on e walerltont,

2, Arethere arcas of the waterfront where the seawall can sive way to mere natural “beach-
ke seltings.

Commenis:

The seawzll should not be a barrier between people and the water, it should be designed in such a
way that encourages acoess the waler.

Respect for Neighborhoods:

Issucs to Study:

I Plegse review the following strectures ps possible models tor the Baelltown aerial
struciure. Some are rue anlo=hricdpes others are meant for archilectural inspication. e
aerial structure sliving through Bellown needs w be more of g “Teatuee”™ than moesrly
mirastruchoe, The small distanee it eovers should mimmize the cost of increasing the

. aestheries.
e Remeo Pianes's Ushibukya Bridge- Prelob steel sections lor a highway
hitp:# 194, 185,232 35 works 0337,
htepzfrwww anup.convbridgesprojecteim?pageid=2 140

& Santiago Calatrava’s use ol artistic concrete (mostly cable stayed pedestoan bridges,
bt the artistry should be strived for). Under "Projects, Bridges"

hitlp:fwwer calatrava comid fsad

o (Mher bridpes:

#o bitpdfwsasw strueturae defen/pholosindes cin? 5=492
lv.  hitpedfwswe, arupgon L-'hugig-;_:s. project. ofin?papeid=2308

€ hitpffwsew ani i fraject cimpageid=2138




e

i1,

The Viaduet Project showll be integrated into and shielded from neighborhoods with arl.
s httpedfenew dem-proup, cony PROIEC TS/ T-Melr95TOE/O5708_ 30 S pg
s hitpefwesnndom-group. comd PROJECTS 7-Melr 95 TORMSTOE LG S jps
& hitpefweww lorm-prougr con/ TPROJECTS-Mel/95 TORQ5T08_ 26 Sps
e htrpeSwewew dem- proup, comd PROJECTS7-Mel A5 70895708 14 5.ps

Lid the partial Block over which the viaduet enters the Battery street tomnel. Thas hid can
help encase the fan units and ether nechanacal eguipment necessary for the tunnel
vperade. This could become a neighborhood park, Again, the final design should allow
for this i fhe futore 103038 ot included inthe current projest,

Histosie Piers should be kept ot all costs, demelition or dumage should be avorded ot all
costs, The use of parking lots for constrution staging is encouraged over demolition of
cxisting buildings, These propertics should then be vsed for open space or sold Tor
clevelapment.

Tunnel portais shoukd be treated artistically with light and stractuee, and possibly as a
place for development, Pubilic Private Parinerships should be sought Lor thuse impartant
lpcations. The following is one exanple ol an office building being built over & major
fumne] in the Metherlands. . htpedaosmws malinsky.comdialdingsmemo’.

Yentilation svstems shonld be well destgned iFthey are stand-alone struclures. See the
following as an crample. .,

httpfweewe termvfarrel Lok projectsmoving/moy_kowloonWent. htin.

If fhe wentilation and egress systems are worked intoe cxisting o new develognent, i
must be well designed and imtegrated well into the development.

Comments:

The Olympic Sculpture Park:

Olvmpic Sculpture Park will be a major tourist attraction and public smenity that should not be
impacted, or compromised by this project, The Alaskan -Western tunnel at Broad will inject
traffic noise and visual disruption into one of Scatile’s best opportunities for respite.

The Tunnel and Bypass Alternatives showing this option should be amended to delete this
negative impadal.

Portals and Mitigation:

Number of Portals: The number of project portals should be minimized for the tunnel
opticns, Twa is ideal, one south of King, the other emerging from Deony, The public



[

should be given i choles in one tunnel variant {Potential #37) tor this option, cost
analvsis should be kept separate as not to skew the tunnel options up.

For the tunnel eptions provided, the number of pertals for the Bypass option (and Bypass
WVariant 4] iz detrimental to the character of the northern waterfrone, and destructive to the
character of the Olympic Sculplure Pack and are therefore unaceeptable.

Iinpacts on Pike Place Market: All Tunnel aned Rypass variants should mitigate the
irnpacks to the market and Yictor Steinbrack pack by providing a lid over the viadact to at
least the northernmost edge of the park.

Battery Street Lid; The Battery Street Tunne] should be extended with a lid over the
partizl block that the viaduet emerges from. This is a chanee for the project to provide 2
sorennd buffer and public amenity in the heart of Belltown. [ this is too expensgive, the
project should not preclede this option in the fidure by providing sdegquate foundation for
such a lid.

Tunnel portals showld be treated arfistically with light and structure,



